


No.21 -270/2008-1A.III 
Government of  India 

Ministry of  Environment & Forests 

Dated: June 19, 2013 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Environment Clearance for  buildings and real estate projects. 

Ministry of  Environment & Forests vide OM dated 11.12.2012, had constituted a 
Committee under the Chairmanship of  Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Member, Planning 
Commission to review the provisions of  the Environment Impact Assessment 
Notification  (EIA), 2006, relating to granting environment clearances for  roads, 
buildings, SEZ projects and the provisions under the OM dated 7.2.2012 related to high-
rise buildings. The Committee has since submitted its report to the Ministry. 

2. One of  the terms of  reference  (ToR) of  the aforesaid  Committee was to review the 
requirement of  environment clearance for  buildings and real estate projects to avoid 
duplication considering that such projects will be covered by the local civic authorities 
and under the provisions of  the relevant master plan, building control regulations and 
safety  regulations. The recommendation of  the Committee on this ToR has been accepted 
and the following  has been decided: 

i. Timelines stipulated in the EIA Notification,  2006 shall be strictly adhered to by 
SEIAA and SEAC while processing the proposals for  TOR/EC for  the building 
and construction projects and township and area development projects. SEAC will 
make appropriate recommendations within sixty days of  the receipt of  the 
complete proposal from  the project proponents. SEIAA shall consider the 
recommendations of  the SEAC and convey its decision to the applicant within 
forty  five  days of  the receipt of  the recommendations. MoEF will regularly review 
the progress in disposal of  cases by SEIAAs with the view to ensuring meeting of 
these timelines. 

ii. With the view to avoiding delay in processing of  proposals, project proponents 
should provide complete information  at the first  instance only while submitting 
documents for  TOR/EC so that the processing of  proposals is not held up in the 
absence of  requisite details. Incomplete proposals not tallying with the check -list 
should not be accepted by the SEIAA/SEAC. 

iii. In order to meet the stipulated timelines, to avoid duplication of  work, and to 
speed-up the process of  scrutiny, SEIAA/SEAC may only focus  on the following 
thrust areas of  environmental sustainability while appraising the 'Building and 
Construction' and 'Township and Area Development' projects. 

a. Brief  Description of  the Project in terms of  location and surroundings. 
b. Environmental Impacts on Project Land and its surrounding 

developments and vice-versa. 



c. Water Balance Chart with a view to promote waste water treatment, 
recycle, reuse and water conservation. 

d. Waste Water Treatment and its details including target standards. 
e. Alterations in the natural slope and drainage pattern and their 

environmental impacts on the surroundings. 
f.  Ground water potential of  the site and likely impacts of  the project. 
g. Solid Waste Management during construction and post construction 

phases. 
h. Air Quality and Noise Levels; likely impacts of  the project during 

construction and operational phases. 
i. Energy requirements with a view to minimize power consumption and 

promote use of  renewal energy sources. 
j. Traffic  Circulation System and connectivity with a view to ensure 

adequate parking, conflict  free  movements, Energy efficient  Public 
Transport. 

k. Green Belt/Green cover and the Landscape Plan. 
1. Disaster/Risk Assessment and Management Plan, 
m. Socio Economic Impacts of  the project and CSR. 
n. EMP during construction and operational phases. 
o. Any other related parameter of  the project which may have any other 

specific  impact on environmental sustainability and ecology. 

The SEIAA/SEAC need not focus  on the other issues which are normally looked 
after  by the concerned local bodies/ State Government Departments/SPCBs. 

iv. In case of  a large pendency in a State and in case the concerned State Government 
feels  that there is a need for  another SEAC, the State Government may 
accordingly send the proposal to MoEF for  setting up/ notifying  another SEAC 
and MOEF may consider the same. 

3. Necessary action in the matter may be taken by the State Governments, SEIAAs 
and SEACs. 

4. This issues with the approval of  the Competent Authority. 

To 
1. All the Officers  of  IA Division 
2. Chairpersons/Member Secretaries of  all the SEIAAs/SEACs 
3. Chairman, CPCB 
4. Chairpersons / Member Secretaries of  all SPCBs / UTPCCs 

Copy to: 
1. PStoMEF 
2. PPS to Secretary (E&F) 
3. PPS to JS(AT) 
4. Website of  the MoEF 
5. Guard File 

(Lalit Kapur) 
Director 

Telefax:  24368592 
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No.22-154/2015-1AIIIII
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Impact Assessment Division

Indira Paryavaran Bhavai
Jorbag Road, Aliganj,

New Delhi-ll0003

Dated: 10th Novem ber20 15

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Environment Clearance by State Level Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority/State Level Expert Appraisal
Committee with special reference to buildings and
construction sector projects under Item 8 (a) and 8(b) of
the Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006-
regarding.

The EIA Notification, 2006 provides for Scoping of project as one of
the stages of the prior environmental clearance process, under which the
Expert Appraisal Committee(EAC) in the case of Category 'A' projects or
activities, and State Level Expert Appraisal Committee(SEAC) in the case of
Category 'B1 I projects or activities determine detailed and comprehensive
Terms of Reference (TORs) addressing all the relevant environmental
concerns, for the preparation of EIA and EMP report, so as to improve the
quality of EIA and EMP. Pursuant to streamlining the process of environment
clearance, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change had
issued Standard Terms of Reference for different sectors including buildings
and construction sector projects.

2. It has been emphasized time and again, in the past that all the
relevant information relating to a particular project should be raised in one
go, while consideration of the project for scoping and seeking piece meal
information during appraisal of the. project should be avoided. It has been
clarified that in appraisal of building and construction sector projects,
information relevant to environmental concern should only be raised.
However, it has come to the notice of the Ministry that the practice of
seeking piece meal information is still continued and every time some new
issues are raised, which directly do not pertain to environmental concern,
while appraising the project, which result in delay in processing of cases,
particularly at the level of SEIAA and SEAC.

3. The Ministry is in receipt of information about delay in processing of
cases at the level of SEIAA and SEAC on account of (i) additional
information sought on issues not directly related to environment and (ii)
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process adopted for listing such cases at the end of the queue after
submission of information by the project proponents. In order to bring
uniformity in dealing with such cases across the country and to streamline
the process, it has been decided to follow the following procedure:

4. The requirement of environment clearance for buildings and
construction projects should focus on environmental concerns and avoid
duplication of efforts considering that such projects will be covered by the
local civic authorities and under the provisions of the relevant master plan,
building control regulations and safety regulations. The instructions issued
vide this Ministry's earlier Office Memorandum No.21-270/2008-1A.III dated
19th June, 2013 should be followed in letter and spirit.

(i) Timelines stipulated in the EIA Notification, 2006 shall be strictly
adhered to by SEIAA and SEAC while processing the proposals
for TOR/EC for the building and construction projects and
township and area development projects. SEAC will make
appropriate recommendations within sixty days of the receipt of
the complete proposal from the project proponents. SEIAA shall
consider the recommendations of the SEAC and convey its
decision to the applicant within forty five days of the receipt of
the recommendations. MoEF will regularly review the progress in
disposal of cases by SEIAAs with the view to ensuring meeting
of these timelines.

(ii) In order to meet the stipulated timelines, to avoid duplication of
work, and to speed-up the process of scrutiny, SEIAA/SEAC
should only focus on the following thrust areas of environmental
sustainability while appraising the 'Building and Construction'
and 'Township and Area Development' projects.

a. Brief Description of the Project in terms of location and
surroundings.

b. Environmental Impacts on Project Land and its
surrounding developments and vice-versa.

c. Water Balance Chart with a view to promote waste
water treatment, recycle, reuse and water
conservation.

d. Waste Water Treatment and its details including target
standards.

e. Alterations in the natural slope and drainage pattern
and their environmental impacts on the
surroundings.
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f. Ground water potential of the site and likely
impacts of the project.

g. Solid Waste Management during construction and
post construction phases.

h. Air Quality and NOise Levels; likely impacts of the
project during construction and operational phases.

i. Energy requirements with a view to minimize power
consumption and promote use of renewal energy
sources.

j. Traffic Circulation System and connectivity with a
view to ensure adequate parking, conflict free
movements, Energy efficient Public Transport.

k. Green Belt/Green cover and the Landscape Plan.

1. Disaster/Risk Assessment and Management Plan,

m. Socio Economic Impacts of the project and CSR.

n. EMPduring construction and operational phases.

o. Any other related parameter of the project which
may have any other specific impact on
environmental sustainability and ecology.

5. In case, where additional information has been sought and the project
proponent is not in a position to provide the same during the appraisal by
the SEAC, and he can provide it on next date or on any date during the
meeting of the SEAC, he can submit the requisite information and his case
be considered for appraisal accordingly.

6. In case the additional information sought cannot be presented by the
project proponent during the same meeting days, and the Project Proponent
can provide the requisite information before the next meeting, the case will
be taken up for consideration in the next SEAC meeting for appraisal. So
cases in which additional information has been sought will be taken up for
appraisal in very next meeting scheduled after filing of the requisite
information.

7. The Project Proponent approach the Ministry in case of Category 'B'
projects by applying online for obtaining prior environment clearance in case
the SEIAA / SEAC of any State or UT is not constituted. The cases are
returned to the SEIAA / SEAC after its reconstitution. It is clarified that the
date of online application to Ministry's portal will be taken as the date for
deciding the chronology / seniority for that case by the SEIAAs / SEACs. tv
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8. The SEIAA/SEAC need not focus on the other issues which are
normally looked after by the concerned local bodies/ State Government
Departments/SPCBs.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority. ~ 0;
\~~l<U-

(Satish C. Garkoti)
Scientist 'F'

To

1. All the Officers of IA Division
2. Chairpersons/Member Secretaries of all the SEIAAs/SEACs
3. Chairman, CPCB
4. Chairpersons / Member Secretaries of all SPCBs / UTPCCs

Copy to:
1. PS to MEFCC
2. PPS to Secretary (EFCC)
3. PPS to SS(HKP)
4. PPS to AS(SK)
S.PS to JS (MKS)
6.PS to JS (BS)
7. Website of the MoEF
5. Guard File



 

 

[भारत के राजपत्र, असाधारण, भाग 2, खंड 3, उपखंड (ii) में प्रकाशनार्थ] 

 

पर्ाथवरण और वन मतं्रालर् 

अधधसचूना 

 

नई दिल्ली, 22 अगस्त 2013 

 

का.आ. 2559 (ई).-केन्‍द रीय सरक र का  ने  भा त र का  की पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक में 
पय सरकााव ण (र ंक्षण) ननय सरकम  1986 के ननय सरकम 5 के उपननय सरकम (3) के खंड (घ) के राथ पदित  
पय सरकााव ण (र ंक्षण) अधिननय सरकम  1986 की िा ा 3 की उपिा ा (2) के खंड (5) औ  उपिा ा 
(1) के अिीन जा ी अधिरचूना रखं् य सरका का.आ. 1533 (अ) ता ीख 14 सरतबं   2006 द्वा ा 
ननिेश दिय सरका है कक इर अधिरचूना के प्रकाशन की ता ीख रे ही नई पर य सरकोजनाओं य सरका उक् त 
अधिरचूना की अनरुचूी में रचूीबद्ध ववद्य सरकमान पर य सरकोजनाओं य सरका काय सरकाकलापों के ववस् ता  य सरका 
आिनुनकीक ण के सलए अपर हाय सरका क्षमताविान के सलए प्रकिय सरका य सरका प्रौद्य सरकोधगकी में पर वतान 
औ  य सरका उत् पाि समरण  भा त के ककरी भी भाग में य सरकथास्स् थनत केन्‍द रीय सरक र का  य सरका उक् त 
अधिननय सरकम की िा ा 3 की उपिा ा (3) के अिीन केन्‍द रीय सरक र का  द्वा ा र  य सरकक्  ूपप रे 
गदित  ाज् य सरक स् त ीय सरक पय सरकााव ण रघंात ननिाा ण प्राधिक ण की उरमें ववननदिाष् ट प्रकिय सरका के 
अनरु ण में  पवूा पय सरकााव ण ननकारी के पश् चात ्  ही हाथ में सलय सरका जाएगा; 

औ  भा त र का  ने पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक  में  ाजमागेाेां  भवनों औ  ववशषे 
आधथाक क्षते्र पर य सरकोजनाओ ंके सलए पय सरकााव णीय सरक ननकारी प्रिान क ने रे रबंधंित  पय सरकााव ण 
रघंात ननिाा ण अधिरचूना  2006 के उपबिंों का पनुववालेाकन क ने के सलए काय सरकाालय सरक ज्ञापन 
र.ं 21-270/2008-आईए.III  ता ीख 11 दिरबं   2012 औ  पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक के 
गगनचुंबी भवनों के रबंिं में काय सरकाालय सरक ज्ञापन ता ीख 7 फ व ी  2011 द्वा ा रिस् य सरक  
(पय सरकााव ण औ  वन तथा ववज्ञान औ  प्रौद्य सरकोधगकी)  य सरकोजना आय सरकोग की अध् य सरकक्षता में एक 
उच् च स् त ीय सरक रसमनत का गिन ककय सरका था ; 

 
औ  रसमनत के रिंभा के ननबिंनों (टीओआ ) में एक ननबिंन पय सरकााव ण रघंात ननिाा ण 

अधिरचूना के अिीन 60 मीट  के मागााधिका  औ  200 ककलोमीट  लबंी  ाजमागा ववस् ता  
पर य सरकोजनाओ ंके सलए पय सरकााव ण ननकारी की अपेक्षाओं का पनुववालोकन क ना था  ; 

 
औ  रसमनत ने मतं्रालय सरक को अपनी र पोटा प्रस् ततु क  िी है औ  इर  टीओआ  प  

रसमनत ने  ाजमागा ववस् ता  पर य सरकोजनाओं को ववस्ता ण की अपके्षा औ  पय सरकााव ण रघंात 
ननिाा ण रे छूट िेने की सरफार श की है य सरका  ाजमागा ववस् ता  पर य सरकोजनाओं के सलए पय सरकााव ण 
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प्रबिंन पर य सरकोजना माडल  टीओआ   स्जरे मतं्रालय सरक की वेबराइट प  पोस् ट ककय सरका जाएगा के 
अनरुा  तयै सरका  ककय सरका जा रकता है औ  पय सरकााव ण ननकारी की अपेक्षा के रबंिं में रसमनत ने 
सरफार श की है कक 100 ककलोमीट  तक  ाष् रीय सरक  ाजमागा पर य सरकोजनाओ ंका ववस् ता  स्जरमें 
अनतर क् त मागााधिका  य सरका ववद्य सरकमान र ेंखणों प  40 मीट  तक अजान औ  पनु:र ेंखण  प  
60 मीट  य सरका उप-मागों को अधिरचूना की पर धि रे बाह   खने की सरफार श की है ; 

औ  रसमनत की र पोटा की पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक में जांच की गई है । पहले ही 
अधिरचूना र.ं का. आ. 3067(अ) ता ीख 1 दिरबं   2009 द्वा ा रभी  ाज् य सरक  ाजमागा 
ववस् ता  पर य सरकोजनाओं को सरवाय सरक उन पर य सरकोजनाओं के जो पहाडी क्षते्रों (1000 मीट  
एएमएरएल) औ  पार स्स् थनतकीय सरक ूपप र े रवंेिनशील क्षेत्रों में है  को पय सरकााव ण रघंात 
ननिाा ण अधिरचूना 2006 रे छूट प्रिान क  िी गई है ।  

औ  अन्‍द य सरक बातों के राथ पवूवोकक् त को ध् य सरकान में  खत ेहुए पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक ने 
काय सरकाालय सरक ज्ञापन र.ं 21-270/2008-आईए.III  ता ीख 11 दिरबं   2012 द्वा ा गदित उच् च 
स् त ीय सरक रसमनत की पवूवोकक् त सरफार शों को स् वीका  क ने का ववननश् चय सरक ककय सरका है ; 

अत:  अब  केन्‍द रीय सरक र का   पय सरकााव ण (र ंक्षण) ननय सरकम  1986 के ननय सरकम 5 के उपननय सरकम 
(4) के राथ पदित  पय सरकााव ण (र ंक्षण) अधिननय सरकम  1986 की िा ा 3 की उपिा ा (2) के 
खंड (5) औ  उपिा ा (1) द्वा ा प्रित् त शस्क् तय सरकों का प्रय सरकोग क त े हुए  भा त र का  के 
पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक की अधिरचूना र.ं का.आ. 1533(अ) ता ीख 14 सरतबं   2006 
में उक् त ननय सरकम 5 के उपननय सरकम (3) के खडं (क) के अिीन रचूना की अपेक्षा रे असभमसु्क् त 
िेने के सलए नन  नसलिखत औ  रशंोिन क ती है  अथाात ्  :- 

2. उक् त अधिरचूना में - 
(क)  प ैा 7 के उपप ैा ।। के मि (i) के स्थान प  नन  नसलिखत मि  खी जाएगी  अथाात ् :- 

 ‘(i) “ववस्ता ण” उर प्रकिय सरका को ननदिाष् ट क ता है  स्जरके द्वा ा प्रवगा 'क' पर य सरकोजना 
किय सरकाकलापों के मामले में ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन रसमनत औ  प्रवगा 'ख 1 'पर य सरकोजनाओ ं य सरका 
किय सरकाकलापों के मामल ेमें   ाज् य सरक स् त  ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन रसमनत  स्जरके अतंगात ववद्य सरकमान 
पर य सरकोजनाओं य सरका किय सरकाकलापों के ववस् ता  य सरका आिनुनकीक ण य सरका उत् पाि समरण में पर वतान 
उर पर य सरकोजना य सरका किय सरकाकलाप  स्जरके सलए पवूा पय सरकााव णीय सरक अनापस्त् त ईस्स रत की गई है  के 
रबंिं में पय सरकााव ण रमािात ननिाा ण र पोटा (ईआईए) तयै सरका  क ने के सलए रभी ररुगंत 
पय सरकााव णीय सरक धचतंाओं को रबंोधित क त े हुए ववस्ततृ औ  रमग्र ननिेश के ननबिंनों का 
अविा ण औ  ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन रसमनत य सरका रबंधंित  ाज् य सरक स् त  आंकलन रसमनत ववदहत 
आवेिन प्रूपप 1/प्रूपप1क में िी गई जानका ी के आिा  प  स्जरके अतंगात आवेिक द्वा ा 
प्रस्ताववत ननिेश के ननबिंन हैं  ककरी ववशषेज्ञ आकंलन रसमनत य सरका रबंधंित  ाज् य सरक स् त  
आंकलन रसमनत के ककरी उप रमहू द्वा ा स् थल ्रममण य सरकदि रबंधंित ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन 
रसमनत य सरका रबंधंित  ाज् य सरक स् त  ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन रसमनत द्वा ा आवश् य सरकक रमाा जाए  
आवेिक द्वा ा राुाए गए ननिेश के ननबिंन  य सरकदि प्रस्ततु ककए जांए औ  अन्‍द य सरक रचूना जो 
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ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन रसमनत य सरका  ाज् य सरक स् त  ववशषेज्ञ आंकलन रसमनत के पार उपल्‍ ि हो  
रस्  मसलत है: 

 
प ंत ुनन  नसलिखत को ववस् ता ण की आवश् य सरककता नही ंहोगी-  

(i) अनरुचूी के मि 8 में प्रवगा ख के ूपप में रचूीबद्ध रही पर य सरकोजनाएं औ  
काय सरकाकलाप (नग ों य सरका वािणस्ज् य सरकक पर र ों य सरका आवारन का रनंनमााण) ; 

(ii) अनरुचूी के मि 7 की उपमि (च) के अिीन स् तभं (3) औ  स् तभं (4) की 
प्रववस्ष् ट (ii) के अिीन आने वाली  ाजमागा ववस् ता  पर य सरकोजनाएं ;  

प ंत ुय सरकह औ  कक -  

अ. खंड (i) में ननदिाष् ट पर य सरकोजनाएं औ  काय सरकाकलापों का अकंन प्रूपप 1 य सरका प्रूपप 1क 
औ  अविा णा य सरकोजना के आिा  प  ककय सरका जाएगा ; 

आ. खंड (ii) में ननदिाष् ट पर य सरकोजनाएं पय सरकााव ण औ  वन मतं्रालय सरक द्वा ा ववननदिाष् ट माडल  
टीओआ  के आिा  प  ईआईए औ  ईएमपी र पोटा तयै सरका  क ेंगी ; 

(ख) अनरुचूी में मि 7 की उप मि (च) के रामने स् तभं (3) में प्रववस्ष् ट (ii) के स् थान 
प  नन  नसलिखत प्रववस्ष् ट  खी जाएगी  अथाात ् :- 

"(ii)  ाष् रीय सरक  ाजमागों का 100 ककलोमीट  रे अधिक ववस् ता  स्जनमें अनतर क् त 
40 मीट  रे अधिक ववद्य सरकमान र ेंखणों प  औ  पनु: र ेंखणों य सरका उपमागों प  60 
मीट  क्षते्राधिका  य सरका भसूम अजान अतंवसलात है ।"  

 
[फा.र.ं21-270/2008-आईए.।।।]  

 
 

अजय सरक त् य सरकागी, 
रयं सरककु्त रधचव, भा त र का  

दटसपण  :  मलू ननय सरकम भा त के  ाजपत्र अरािा ण  भाग 2  खंड 3  उपखंड (ii) में 
अधिरचूना  र.ं का.आ. 1533(अ), ता ीख 14 सरतबं   2006 द्वा ा  प्रकासशत ककए गए थ े
औ  तत् पश् चात ्  नन  नानरुा  रशंोधित ककए गए 
 

1. का.आ. 1733(अ), ता ीख 11 अक् तबु   2007; 
2. का.आ. 3067(अ), ता ीख 1 दिरबं   2009; 
3. का.आ. 695(अ), ता ीख 4 अप्रलै  2011; 
4. का.आ. 2896 (अ), ता ीख 13 दिरबं   2012; औ  
5. का.आ. 674(अ), ता ीख 13 माचा  2013 
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[To be published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, 

Sub-section(ii)] 
 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
NOTIFICATION 

 
New Delhi, the 22nd  August, 2013 

 
S.O. 2559 (E).- Whereas by notification of the Government of India in the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests vide number S.O.1533(E), dated the 14th 
September, 2006 issued under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section 
(2) of section (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 read with clause 
(d) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the 
Central Government directed that on and from the date of its publication, the 
required construction of new projects or activities or the expansion or 
modernization of existing projects or activities listed in the Schedule to the 
said notification entailing the capacity addition with change in process or 
technology and or product mix shall be undertaken in any part of India only 
after prior environmental clearance from the Central Government or as the 
case may be, by the State level Environment Impact Assessment Authority, 
duly constituted by the Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 
of the said Act, in accordance with the procedure specified therein; 
 
 And whereas the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests had constituted a High Level Committee under the Chairmanship 
of Member (Environment and Forests and Science and Technology), Planning 
Commission, vide OM No.21-270/2008-IA.III dated the 11th December, 2012 
to review the provisions of Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 
2006 relating to granting Environmental Clearances for Roads, Buildings and 
Special Economic Zone  projects and provisions under the OM dated the 7th 
February, 2012  issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests regarding 
guidelines for High Rise Buildings; 
 
 And whereas one of the terms of reference (ToR) of the Committee 
was to review the requirement of Environmental Clearance for highway  
expansion projects upto the right of way of 60 meters and length of 200 kms 
under Environmental Impact Assessment notification; 
 

And whereas the Committee has submitted its report to the Ministry 
and on this ToR, the Committee has recommended exempting highway 
expansion projects from the requirement of scoping and that Environmental 
Impact Assessment or Environment Management Plan for highway expansion 
projects may be prepared on the basis of model ToRs to be posted on 
Ministry’s website and in respect of requirement of environmental clearance, 
the Committee has recommended that expansion of National Highway 
projects up to 100 kms involving additional right of way or land acquisition 
upto 40 mts on existing alignments and 60 mts on re-alignments or by-passes 
may be exempted from the preview of the notification;  
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And whereas the report of the Committee has been examined in the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests.  Earlier, vide notification S.O.3067(E), 
dated the 1st December 2009 all State Highway expansion projects, except 
those in hilly terrain (above 1000 m AMSL) and ecologically sensitive areas, 
have already been exempted from the purview of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment notification, 2006. 

 
And whereas, keeping inter-alia in view the foregoing, the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests has decided to accept the aforesaid 
recommendations of the High Level Committee constituted vide OM No.21-
270/2008-IA.III,  dated the 11th December 2012;  

 
Now, therefore in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) 

and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) 
Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (4) of rule (5) of the Environment 
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government hereby makes the following 
further amendment to the notification of the Government of India, in the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests number S.O. 1533(E), dated the 14th 
September, 2006 after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under 
clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of the said rule 5 in public interest, namely:- 
 
2.  In the said notification, - 
 

(a) in paragraph 7, in sub-paragraph II, for item (i), the following item shall 
be substituted, namely:- 
 

 ‘(i)  “Scoping”refers to the process by which the Expert Appraisal 
Committee in the case of Category Á ’projects activities, and State level 
Expert Appraisal Committee in the case of Category ‘B1’projects or activities, 
including applications for expansion or modernization or change in product 
mix of existing projects or activities, determine detailed and comprehensive 
Terms of Reference (TOR) addressing all relevant environmental concerns for 
the preparation of an Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Report in respect 
of the project or activity for which prior environmental clearance is sought and 
the Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expert Appraisal Committee 
concerned shall determine the terms of reference on the basis of the 
information furnished in the prescribed application Form 1 or Form 1A 
including terms of reference proposed by the applicant, a site visit by a sub-
group of Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expert Appraisal 
Committee concerned only if considered necessary by the Expert Appraisal 
Committee or State Level Expert Appraisal Committee concerned, terms of 
Reference suggested by the applicant if furnished and other information that 
may be available with the Expert Appraisal Committee or State Level Expert 
Appraisal Committee concerned: 
 
Provided that the following shall not require Scoping- 
 

(i) all projects and activities listed as Category ‘B’ in item 8 of the 

Schedule (Construction or Township or Commercial Complexes or 

Housing);  
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(ii) all Highway expansion projects covered under entry (ii) of column 

(3) and column (4) under sub-item (f) of item 7 of the Schedule: 

 
Provided further that- 
 

A. the projects and activities referred to in clause (i) shall be apprised 

on the basis of Form I or Form IA and the conceptual plan; 

 
B. The projects referred to in clause (ii) shall prepare EIA and EMP 

report on  the basis of model TOR specified by Ministry of 

Environment and Forests; 

 

(b)  in the Schedule, against sub-item (f) of item 7, in column (3), for the entry 
(ii), the following entry shall be substituted, namely:- 
 

“(ii)   Expansion of National Highways greater than 100 km involving 
additional right of way or land acquisition greater than 40m on 
existing alignments and 60m on re-alignments or by-passes.” 

         
[F.No. 21-270/2008-IA.III] 

 
 
 

Ajay Tyagi 
Joint Secretary to the Government of India 

 
Note: The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) vide notification number S.O. 
1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 and subsequently amended as 
follows:- 
 
1. S.O. 1737 (E), dated the 11th October, 2007; 
2. S.O. 3067 (E), dated the 1st December, 2009;  
3. S.O. 695 (E), dated the 4th April, 2011;  
4. S.O. 2896 (E), dated the 13th December, 2012; and 
5. S.O.674(E), dated the  13th March, 2013 

 


